I recently attended the day-long repository symposium
held at the College of William & Mary School of Law.
Organized by Jim Heller, dean of W&M Law, and
designed to be a “crash course” in repository
planning and implementation for law schools, we
VALA2010 Conference and Exhibition,
affectionately called the event “IRs: from Soup to
Nuts.” Bepress president and CEO, Jean-Gabriel
Melbourne, Australia • February 9 to 11
Bankier, kicked off the day with an introduction
I recently travelled to Melbourne with our president and CEO, Jean-Gabriel Bankier, for
and discussion of the competitive environment,
VALA2010. After presenting our paper, “Digital Repositories at a Cross-Roads,” we joined
then new and seasoned repository managers
the Australian DC user community meeting, chaired by Lance Deveson of ACER. We
from nearby law schools presented on their own
primarily discussed development, and JG and I took back to California the message that
IR implementations. Among the speakers were
enhanced reporting tools are essential for our Australian users. The meeting was followed
Digital Commons users Jan Anderson
by dinner. The group kept us up ‘til who knows what hour! We put aside repository topics
(Georgetown), Pamela Bluh (UMaryland Law), and
and covered all sorts of ground — Waldorf schools, the workings of Australian Parliament,
Richard Danner (Duke), as well as Michelle Pearse
and the best rock bands of the ‘60s. You can find our conference paper here:
(Harvard), who brought the perspective of a law
http://works.bepress.com/jean_gabriel_bankier/8/ 
library using open source software. Attendees
—Courtney Smith • Outreach and Scholarly Communications
reported that hearing the experiences of others
was useful to their own planning and I personally
found the event valuable to better understand the
challenges particular to the law environment. 

—Sean O’Doherty • Sales Director, Southeast

“The Future is Now: Exploring the State of the
Art in Scholarly Communication,”
University of the Pacific, Stockton, CA • March 25
I was invited to speak at the University of the Pacific’s
recent day-long workshop for faculty, organized by the
library and designed to explore issues in scholarly
communications, including author’s rights, open
access, and electronic publishing. The two other
presenters were Karen Williams, Associate University
Librarian at the University of Minnesota, and Tara
McPherson, professor at USC and editor of the
humanities e-journal Vectors. I brought the perspective
of an e-only publisher that also provides software to
libraries to initiate their own publishing programs. I
found it particularly important to dispel faculty
notions that print holds more value than electronic
(yes, this perception is still alive), and, since U of P is a
teaching and research institution, to emphasize the
ways in which electronic publishing can be used
pedagogically as well. You can access my presentation,
“New and Alternative Directions in Scholarly Publishing:
the Berkeley Electronic Press Perspective,” here:
http://works.bepress.com/tim_tamminga/7/ 

Purdue Libraries,
West Lafayette, IN • March 24
Our manager of outreach and scholarly communications, Courtney Smith, and I
were invited to the Purdue Libraries to present on the continuum of content,
repositories, and library publishing services. My presentation to library faculty
and staff discussed the ways in which an expanded scope to repository content
can help the library serve the business, research, and outreach needs of the
university. Afterward, Courtney ran a workshop with the liaison librarian team
to address open questions and further explore how repository services could
help to build robust local collections. I recently received a personal thank you
note from one of the liaisons, who said that the presentation and workshop
had sparked new possibilities and excitement. During the trip, I was also able
to get a close view of Purdue Press’s open-access journal operations, meet with
several of the journal editors, and lunch with the Dean of Libraries. We couldn’t
have asked for better hosts than Charles Watkinson, Director of the Purdue
Press, and Mark Newton, Purdue’s Digital Projects Librarian. 

—Jean-Gabriel Bankier • President and CEO

—Tim Tamminga,
MLIS and Vice President of Global Sales
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Also in this issue
• Emeritus faculty collections bring

Usage reports incentivize repository participation
at Butler and Wollongong

• bepress visits Australia, presents

Courtney Smith • Outreach and Scholarly Communications

“Faculty want more than just citation counts,” says Brad Matthies, IR
Manager and Access Services Librarian at Butler University
(http://digitalcommons.butler.edu/). He finds that article download
reports provide Butler authors with the additional, immediate
feedback they aren’t getting elsewhere.
Matthies reports that his dean absolutely loves the monthly
download reports. So do faculty—the most excited tell their
colleagues about the repository too.
For repositories struggling with faculty engagement, usage reports
can provide the hook an IR manager needs to get faculty’s
attention. Time and again, we hear from IR managers something
like, “Once our faculty members start to get those monthly
download reports for their articles, they come back to me with
more articles to post.”

Michael Organ, IR manager at the University of Wollongong (http://
ro.uow.edu.au/), creates half-yearly repository cont. on page 3 
Have questions, comments, or suggestions? Contact Courtney Smith

csmith@bepress.com (510) 665-1200 ext. 119

Spring/Summer 2010

It’s Not Just About Citation
Counts Anymore

Some IR managers also prepare usage reports for participating
departments, in order to incentivize continued participation.

Read current and past DC newsletters at:
digitalcommons.bepress.com/newsletter/
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Paul Johnsgard’s Cranes of the World
brings a lifetime of content to the IR

Dr. Johnsgard himself summed it up best several
months ago in a note to my dean:

How the Nebraska-Lincoln repository developed a substantial, and sometimes
unexpected, collection of digital works for one emeritus faculty
Paul Royster • University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Paul Johnsgard, emeritus professor of biological sciences at
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, is the author of more than
40 books and several hundred articles on ornithology and the
recipient of a lifetime achievement award from the National
Audubon Society for his work.
Paul was one of the first professors I contacted about archiving
articles in our IR, and after we had got several dozen posted,
he said to me one day, “I have a book on cranes that’s been out
of print for years, but the folks at the International Crane
Foundation say it is ‘the Bible of the crane world.’”
Well, I had an industrious work-study student who needed
materials to scan, so I put those things together and we did the
278-page, 8.5x11-inch book with its 23 color and 24 black-andwhite plates. Since the PDF file was large (25 MB), we posted
separate chapters in addition to the complete work (and so
added 31 documents to our total instead of just one).
Paul is also an accomplished wildlife artist specializing in
fine-line pen and ink artwork—the kind that looks beautiful in
a black-and-white 600 dpi PDF file—so his electronic books
are a treat for the eye as well as the mind.
This started us down a productive and continuing road. It
turned out that Dr. Johnsgard had a number of out-of-print
books that he was interested in revising, plus several fieldguides that he was currently self-publishing out of Kinko’s, as
well as some unpublished book-length projects that he feared
were too specialized for any commercial publisher to attempt.

Read more online:
digitalcommons.unl.edu/bioscicranes/1

Cranes in flight, by Paul
Johnsgard, 1983 (from
Cranes of the World)
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So far we have re-issued electronic editions of his
Waterfowl of North Dakota (1953)
Handbook of Waterfowl Behavior (1965)
Grouse and Quails of North America (1973)
Teton Wildlife: Observations by a Naturalist (1982)
Cranes of the World (1983)
Diving Birds of North America (1987)
and substantially updated electronic editions of
Song of the North Wind: A Story of the Snow Goose
(1974, updated 2009)
Birds of the Great Plains (1979, updated 2009)
Birds of the Rocky Mountains (1986, updated 2009)
plus four books previously self-published
A Guide to the Natural History of the Central Platte
Valley of Nebraska
A Guide to the Tallgrass Prairies of Eastern Nebraska
and Adjacent States
A Nebraska Bird-Finding Guide
The Birds of Nebraska: Revised Edition 2007
and three book-length works that had seemed
unpublishable before
Body Weights and Species Distributions of Birds in
Nebraska’s Central and Western Platte Valley
Four Decades of Christmas Bird Counts in the Great Plains:
Ornithological Evidence of a Changing Climate
Louis A. Fuertes and the Zoological Art of
the 1926–1927 Abyssinian Expedition of
The Field Museum of Natural History
And we are currently working
on more, including
Waterfowl of North America (1975)
The Bird Decoy: An American
Art Form (1976)
Ducks, Geese, and Swans
of the World (1978)
Hummingbirds of North
America (1983)

“I have been able to make freely available online five
book-length manuscripts that would never otherwise
have been published in my lifetime, have updated
two previously published books, and have also made
available four of my out-of-print books and over 30 of my
published papers and articles that originally often
had very limited circulation. I also have been stimulated to
undertake or complete some additional writing
projects that I never would otherwise have finished, since
I would have felt the resulting manuscripts to be
unpublishable for financial or other reasons. … All told,
the Digital Commons has allowed me to make
unusually effective use of my time since my retirement,
and to believe that I can still make my contributions
matter and my influence felt at a national and international level. I am extremely grateful.”
Male and female wood ducks.
Illustration by Paul Johnsgard

Paul Johnsgard, photo courtesy of University of Nebraska-Lincoln

In many ways, I have found the emeritus faculty to be one of
the richest sources of content for our repository: they have the
content, they have the time, and they have the concern over
their scholarly legacy in a world where everything is either
online or in danger of being lost. 

 cont. from page 1 activity reports for every participating
department. These reports include number of items
uploaded to the repository, number of downloads, most
active authors, and “fun facts.”

White-Naped Crane by Paul
Johnsgard, 1983 (from
Cranes of the World)
digitalcommons.bepress.com

“These reports spark a sense of competition and accomplishment,” says Organ, and they serve to keep the repository
digitalcommons.bepress.com

From the top down, the lateral
view of a trumpeter skull, the
dorsal and lateral views of a
crowned crane skull, and the
dorsal and lateral views of a
limpkin skull. The tip of a limpkin
bill is also shown in ventral view,
to illustrate asymmetry.
Illustration by Paul Johnsgard,
1983 (from Cranes of the World)

ResearchOnline in the department’s mind space.
The half-yearly reports help deans do their jobs too, reports
Organ, by aiding with departmental promotion and by proving
that a department or college is producing. Organ prepares a
one-page report about the IR for the University Librarian to
deliver to each dean at the start of the academic year. 
Spring/Summer 2010
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